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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION, APRIL 21, 1300 HOURS LOCAL 

REF: BEIRUT 2217 (DTG 191313Z APR 78) 

BEGIN SUMMARY. THE HOSS CABINET OF "TECHNOCRATS" 
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RESIGNED APRIL 19. ALMOST EVERYONE AGREES THE NEW 
CABINET WILL BE "POLITICAL." DEPUTIES OF ALL POLITICAL 
PERSUASIONS MET TO DRAW UP A DOCUMENT OUTLINING OPTIONS 
FOR THE COUNTRY AT THE PRESENT TIME. THE CEASE-FIRES 
IN AYN AR RUMMANEH AND SOUTH LEBANON CONTINUE TO HOLD 
GENERALLY. DISSIDENT LEBANESE ARAB ARMY ELEMENTS 
AND PALESTINIANS REPORTEDLY DROVE LEBANESE SOLDIERS OUT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


OF NABATIYAH BARRACKS. END SUMMARY. 

2. NEW CABINET. 

THE CABINET OF PRIME MINISTER SALIM AL-HOSS RESIGNED 
ON APRIL 19 (SEPTELS). ALMOST EVERYONE AGREES THE NEW 
CABINET WILL BE "POLITICAL." THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY 
IKE ON APRIL 21 CITED A "MINISTERIAL SOURCE” AS SAYING 
"IT WAS ALMOST CERTAIN" THAT SALIM AL-HOSS WOULD BE RE- 
APPOINTED PRIME MINISTER, AND THIS VIEW IS WIDELY SHARED 
IN POLITICAL CIRCLES, ALTHOUGH A GOOD NUMBER OF DEPUTIES 
REPORTEDLY FAVOR SA'EB SALAAM. 

3. DEPUTIES MEET, DISCUSS RECONCILIATION. 

SPEAKER KAMAL AL ASSAD IS PURSUING HIS EFFORTS 
TOWARDS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION. ON APRIL 20 HE CON 
VOKED A MEETING AT VILLA MANSOUR OF DEPUTIES OF ALL 
POLITICAL PERSUASIONS, INCLUDING CAMILLE CHAMOUN, PIERRE 
GEMAYEL, SA'EB SALAAM, BAHIGE TAKIEDDINE, NASRI MALOUF, 
KHATCHIG BABIKIAN, AUGUSTE BAKHOS, HASSAN RIFAI, KAZIM 
AL-KHALIL AND RASHID SOLH. THE DEPUTIES ARE TO MEET 
AGAIN ON APRIL 21 AND DRAW UP A DRAFT DOCUMENT OUT- 
LINING THE UNDAMENTAL OPTIONS THAT THE COUNTRY MUST 
FOLLOW. 
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4. SECURITY SITUATION IN BEIRUT. 

A. THE CEASE-FIRE IN AYN AR-RUMMANEH/SHIAH CON- 
TINUES TO HOLD GENERALLY. ARMED CHRISTIAN MILITIA REMAIN 
ON THE STREETS IN EAST BEIRUT. 

B. DURING THE DAY LIFE THROUGHOUT THE CITY APPEARS 
NORMAL, ALTHOUGH SCHOOLS IN EAST BEIRUT ARE CLOSED. 

AT NIGHT THERE IS SPORADIC SHOOTING AND EXPLOSIONS, 

MUCH OF IT CRIMINAL RATHER THAN POLITICAL. ON APRIL 

19 ARMED GUARDS FIRED ON MEN TRYING TO STEAL CARS FROM 
IN FRONT OF THE AL GHAWAI AND DANA BUILDINGS IN RAS 
BEIRUT, WHERE SEVERAL AMERICAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEES HAVE 
APARTMENTS. AT ABOUT 0230 HOURS LOCAL ON APRIL 20 A 
LARGE BOMB WAS SET OFF NEXT TO THE DODGE DEALERSHIP ON 
THE COAST ROAD IN RAS BEIRUT, ALSO CLOSE TO SEVERAL 
EMBASSY APARTMENTS. 

5. UNIFIL BUILDUP CONTINUES; MINOR INCIDENTS. 

THE CEASE-FIRE IN SOUTH LEBANON CONTINUES TO 

HOLD, ALTHOUGH RELIABLE SOURCES HERE TELL US THAT MINOR 
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SHOOTING INCIDENTS INVOLVING UNIFIL OCCUR ALMOST DAILY. 

ON APRIL 19, 380 ADDITIONAL FRENCH SOLDIERS WERE FLOWN 
INTO BEIRUT, BRINGING TOTAL STRENGTH OF FRENCH CONTINGENT 
UP TO ABOUT 1,100. A FRENCH SHIP DOCKED AT BEIRUT PORT 
AND UNLOADED ABOUT 130 VEHICLES AND OTHER MATERIAL FOR 
THE FRENCH CONTINGENT. 

6. REBEL SOLDIERS TAKE BARRACKS. 

A. ON APRIL 19, ACCORDING TO PRESS AND DATT SOURCES, 

LEBANESE ARAB ARMY (LAA) SOLDIERS, LED BY LAA OFFICER 
MOHAMMED SALIM, ALONG WITH PALESTINIAN GUERILLAS, ATTACKED 
AND TOOK OVER THE LEBANESE ARMED FORCES (LAF) BARRACKS 
IN NABATIYAH. 
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B. A SMALL LAF CONTINGENT HAD BEEN SENT TO THE 
BARRACKS ABOUT SIX WEEKS AGO TO REESTABLISH A PRESENCE 
IN NABATIYAH. THIS SMALL CONTINGENT ALONG WITH LAA 
TROOPS ALREADY IN THE BARRACKS HAD HAD SEVERAL INCIDENTS 
WITH PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE LEFTISTS. ON APRIL 19 
THE LAF CONTINGENT SET UP A ROADBLOCK AT HABBUSH 
BETWEEN NABATIYAH AND ZAHRANI, AND ATTEMPTED TO 
ARREST SOME PALESTINIANS WHICH PRECIPITATED THE 
APRIL 19 ATTACK ON THE BARRACKS. ACCORDING TO DATT AND 
OTHER SOURCES. THE FIGHTING WAS NOT SERIOUS AND THE 
LOYAL TROOPS WENT TO SIDON WITHOUT CASUALTIES. 

PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION, GOVERNMENT REFORM, CABINET, REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, PERSONNEL 
RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT02266 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780171-0205 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780433/aaaabbjn.tel 

Line Count: 149 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7d4d79aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BEIRUT 2217 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2898062 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEBANESE SITUATION, APRIL 21, 1300 HOURS LOCAL 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7d4d79aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



